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As We Gather

A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition in this nation. But
thankfulness to God is something that transcends national borders and the
boundaries of time. God’s people are always thankful people, for they know
what great things He has done and continues to do for them. In Martin
Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the Creed, he states that in
response to God’s great gifts, it is the Christian’s “duty to thank, praise,
serve, and obey Him.” Our worship is one way through which we carry out
that joyful duty.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 10-15 of the bulletin.]
»J« Preparation for Worship *I«

Hymn TLH 44 — Ye Lands, to the Lord Make a Jubilant Noise

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Psalm 145:3-5; 103:10; 118:14, 16

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is
unsearchable.

One generation shall commend your works to another.

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works,
I will meditate.

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised.

Our God is a God who cares.

He does not deal with us according to our sins.

The LORD our God is merciful and forgiving.

The LORD is my strength and my song.

The right hand of the LORD exalts.

The right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”
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Confession and Absolution Psalm 51:1-4, 9-10

[P} As we begin this time of thanksgiving and praise, let us reflect upon our
many sins, confess them to our loving Father in heaven, and ask Him to
forgive us for the sake of Jesus our Lord.



O holy and most merciful Father, we confess that our sinful nature has
made us unfit to be called Your children. What is more, we have broken
Your law repeatedly in our thoughts, words, and actions, doing the evil
You forbid and failing to do the good You command. In no way do we
deserve to stand before You. We are guilty and deserve only to be
condemned, but we appeal to Your never failing mercy and ask You to
forgive us for Jesus’ sake.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

The Lord, our gracious Father, has forgiven all our sins through the
death of His one and only Son and with His resurrection from death has
made us His children and given us the assurance of everlasting life.
Though our sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.

Amen.




I« The Service of the Word -

Hymn of Praise

TLH 27 (1-3, 6) — Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul
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Salutation

([P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P) Let us pray...

... through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

2 Samuel 7:18-22

'® Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who am I,
O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far?
' And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have
spoken also of your servant’s house for a great while to come, and this is
instruction for mankind, O Lord GOD! *° And what more can David say to

you? For you know your servant, O Lord GOD! *!
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Because of your promise,



and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness,
to make your servant know it. > Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For
there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that
we have heard with our ears.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the LORD,

all the earth!

Serve the LORD with gladness!

Come into his presence with singing!

Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!

Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the LORD is good;

his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.

REFRFRENRERE

Epistle Reading Philippians 4:4-9

* Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. °> Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ® do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. ® Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. * What you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be
with you.



Alleluia
[P] Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Son of God. Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le-lu -ia!

Confession of Faith  Explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’
Creed from Luther’s Small Catechism

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?

I believe that God has created me and all creatures. He has given me my
body and life, eyes, ears, and all my bodily members, my mind, and all my
senses and still keeps them for me.

God also preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all
my property and all I need to support this body and life. He protects me
from all danger. He guards and defends me from every evil.

God does all this because He is my good and gracious Father in heaven, not
because of anything I have done to earn or deserve it. For all of this it is my
duty to thank, praise, serve, and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

Hymn TLH 34 — My Soul, Now Bless thy Maker



Sermon Text Luke 7:36-50

% One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. * And behold, a woman of the city,
who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, ** and standing
behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and
wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them
with the ointment. * Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this,
he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who
and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”
% And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” * “A certain moneylender had
two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. ** When
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will
love him more?” * Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he
cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”
“ Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she
has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. “° You gave me
no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet.
“ You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. ¥ Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for
she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” * And he said to
her, “Your sins are forgiven.” * Then those who were at table with him
began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”
> And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

A Savior Who Lacks No Love



Offertory
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Hymn TLH 568 — We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator
Offering Hymn WS 788 (1)

General Prayer

Lord, You love the cheerful giver

Who with open heart and hand

That our life and all our living

Blesses freely, as a river
That refreshes all the land.
Grant us, then, the grace of giving
With a spirit large and true

We may consecrate to You.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn WS 792 — Let All Things Now Living

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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TLH 44 - Ye Lands, to the Lord Make a Jubilant Noise

Ps. 100

Al Verden nu raabe for Herren med Fryd
Ulrik V. Koren, 1874

Tr., Harriet R. Spaeth, 1899, alt.

11, 6. 11. 9.

Guds Meniched, svng
Erik Hoff, c. 1860
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3 Oh, enter His gates with thanksgiving and praise;
Glory be to God!

To bless Him and thank Him our voices we will raise;
Sing praise unto God out of Zion!

4 For good is the Lord, and His mercy is sure;
Glory be to God!

To all generations His truth shall still endure:
Sing praise unto God out of Zion!



TLH 568 — We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator

Ps. 26: 12

Wilt heden nu treden
Author unknown, 1626
Tr., Julia B. Cady, 1852

12, 11. 12, 11.
Kremser
**Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck"”
Haarlem, 1626
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TLH 34 — My Soul, Now Bless thy Maker

Ps. 103 7.8.7.8.7.6.7.6.7.6. 7. 6.

Nun lob, mein’ Seel’, den Herren Nun lob, mein’ Seel’

Johann Gramann, 1525 *“Concentus Novi"

Tr., Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt. Augsburg, 1540
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1 My soul,now bless thy Mak - er!
2 He shows to man His treas-ure
3 For as a ten-~der fa - ther
4 God’s grace a-lone en-dur - eth,

Let all with-in me bless His name
Of judgment, truth, and righteousness,
Hath pit-y on his chil-dren here,

And children’s children yet shall prove
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Of mercies more than thou dar’st claim.
o’er dis-tress,

He in His arms will gath - er All who are His in child-like fear.
How He with strength as-sur - eth The hearts of all that seek His love.
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The hum-ble, con-trite spir - it Finds His com -pas-sion nigh;
We flour-ish like the flow - ers, And e - ven so we fade;
An - gels, in might ex-cel -~ ling, Bright hosts,be-fore Him fall.
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Whose grace and care are end - less And saved thee thro’ the past;
And high as heav'n a - bove us, As break from close of day,
The wind but o’er them pass - es, And all their bloom is o’er,—
Praise Him who ev - er reign - eth, All ye who hear His Word,
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Who leaves no suf -f'rer friend-less, Butrights the wronged at last.
So far, since He doth love us, He puts our sins a-way.
We with-er like the grass-es, Ourplaceknowsus no more.
Nor our poor hymns dis-dain-eth,— My soul, O bless the Lord! A-men.
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WS 792 — Let All Things Now Living
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Who still  guides us on to the end of our days.
o B ~—] .

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980

Tune: Welsh folk tune

Text © 1939, 1966 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company;
Setting © 1978 LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP
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